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PF £ 4 Sermon onthe Death 


ſtle tales chis following method; he firſt proves that | 
- all- mankind, both Fews and Gentiles, are involv'd 
in the guilt, and are under the power of fi in, that 


© » they are all deſtici s of a righreouſneſs; and not ca- 


pable of attaining one by the deeds of the law: 
and then proceeds to tell us, that that riphteouſneſs | 


by which a ſinner is juſtified before God is manifeſted 
Min haut the lau, tho both the law and the prophets 
bear teſtimony to it, that it is the righteouſneſs of 
God, wrought out by one who is God as well as man; 
that our juſtification, by it ſprings. from pure, free 
and rich grace, through the redemption that is in Chriſt, 
and that the way by which it is: conveyed and 

| applied to us, is by an act of God the Father, 
imputing it to us, and by our faith apprehending i ijt 

25 our juſtifying righteouſneſs before God, from 


| whence abundanee'of peace, joy 


and: comfort. ariſe 


to Our ſouls: This is now the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the four firſt Chprers, of this Epiſtle, and in this 
fifth Qupter, our apoſtle ſets forth the ſtupendious 
Joye of the father. in giving his ſon to die, and the 
inexpreſſible Tove of Chriſt in ſhedding bis precious 
blood for ſinners, whilſt ſuch, that they might be 

juſtified by it, and ſaved from wrath to come, and 
405 takes an occiſion to compare the heads of the 
vo cbvenants, Adem and Chriſt, and ſhews us 


lo ſin and death came into the world by the one, 


und righteonſneſs and life by the other, and how 
much the glory of ſuperabounding grace appears in 


5 "our juftificarion af Life; by Chriſt. 
Be 2 1 : 
s 2 f PR +> & 8 0 5 . 


And in Handling 


this 


, Mr. Ton SMITH. 5 


this great doctrine of juſtification, he does, as he 
goes along, obviare thoſe objections which were 


then form'd againſt it, viz. hat it made void the 
the law, diſcouraged the performance of good 
works, and cotintenanc'd licentiouſneſs, which are 
the very ſame objections that are now form'd a- 
gainſt it, and which, to me, is an evidence of 
the ſameneſs of doctrine, that is to ſay, that the do- 


ctrine of juſtification by Chriſt's imputed righte- 


ouſneſs, which we preach and affert, is the fame 
which the apoſtle preached and aſſerted, becauſe the 
fame objections are levell'd againſt the one as the o- 
rher, and confirms me in the belief of this, that the 
doctrine of juſtification by works is not the ſcrip- 
ture doctrine, becauſe it will not admit the ſame obje- 


Rions to be made againſt it, which that doctrine 


had. Now I apprehend that there is in the words, 
which I have read, an anticipation of an objection, 
which might be made againſt the doctrine, the a- 
poſtle had aſſerted, after this manner; if there is 
no jullificacion by the deeds of the law, if firr was 
in the world, and death, by fin, fo univerſally ex. 
tended its empire before the law was given, then 

for what purpoſe was the law introduced? the apo- 
Nile anſwers, that the offence might abound; an anſwer 
much like to that which he gives to a like objeion 
in Gal. iii. 19. Wherefore then ſerveth the lam] it 


24s added becanſe of tranſpreſſions. Tho' *tis thought 


by others, that the apoſtle having treated 'congern- 


ing the ſtate: of things from Alam to dagen ſubs 
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6 A Sermon on the Death 


Ioins thoſe words, leaſt any ſhould think that the 
1 law was given to deliver men from fin and repair the 
$1 loſs ſuſtain'd thereby; however, tis evident from 
' the words, that one end or conſequence of the laws 
| entrance was, that fin might abound, and (in is per- 
mitted to abound, that there might be an opportu- 
nity, or an occaſion for ſuper-abounding grace to 
manifeſt it ſelf, and grace does thus abound, that ſo 
it e reign. 

My time will not Aer me, to make and im- 
prove thoſe doftrinal obſervations, which theſe 
fruitful words would furniſh us with; therefore the 
method which J ſhall take in ſpeaking to em, yy 
be to diſcourſe. 


1. Concerning the law's enthance, and the end 
or conſequence thereof. 


— 


IT. The aboundings 0 of grace over bounding 
in i 


71 II. The reign of grace in oppoſition to the reign 
of ſin. 


I I ſhall diſcourſe concerning the law's entrance, 
and the end or conſequence of it; it will therefore 
be proper to explain theſe three things in diſcourſing 


on this head. 


What we are to underſtand by che laws 
2. What by the entrance of it. 


7 31 In what ſenſe the offence abounded by it. 
f 1. What - 


of Mr. Jokx Surf. 7 
1. What we are to underſtand by the hw: By 


the law is meant either the ceremonial or the moral 
hw; theceremonial Law was a ſhadow of good things to 
come, it prefigured the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and was the 


Fews School-maſter, which led em to him; it con- 


fiſted in the obſervation of meats and drinks, and di- 
vers waſhings and carnal ordinances impos'd on the 
Fewiſh Church, wntil the time of Reformation, * 
It mayn't be amiſs if we conſider a little, how 
far the words will bear this ſenſe. The cere- 
monial law entered but for a time, *twas not to con- 
tinue always, and this is thought by ſome to -be 


the import of the Greek word 7444320”, and it is t he ; 


| obſervation of + one of the ancients that the apo» 
ſtle does not ſay the law was given, but it entered, 
and that on purpoſe to ſhew that the uſe of the law 


was but temporary. The moral law abides for e- 


ver, as a rule of life, but the ceremonial law was 


to continue but for a time, even until faith came, * 
i. e. Chriſt, who is both the object and author of 


faith; for Chriſt the ſubſtance being come, thoſe 
Fhadows vaniſhed and diſappear d: His blood be- 
ing ſhed, which cleanſeth from all ſin, no more need 
of the blood of bulls and goats, nor of thoſe divers 
waſhings and purifications, this great ſacrifice being 
offered up, the daily ſacrifice ceaſed, and ſpiritual 
ordinances being inſtituted, no more need of car- 
nal ones. | 


* Heb. ix. 10. + Chrifoſt in Lud. de Dieu in Loc. 
„Gal. iii. 23, 25. 5 1 


Again, 
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Again, The ceremonial law was ſuperadded, to 


the moral law, it was an appendage to it, it entered 
in * over and abovethat. Themoral law was given 
to diſcover the evil of fin, the ceremoniallaw was ſur. 


peradded to it to lead the faith of God's children under | 


that diſpenſation, to a proper atoning ſacrifice for it. 
Again, The ceremonial law was an indication of 
chat great evil which i is in ſin; God's requiring ſacri- 


fices to be offer d for the typical expiation of ſin, does 
manifeſtly ſhew how highly he reſented it, and of 
what an evil nature it is, and if you'll but conſider the 
frequent reiteratian of thoſe ſacrifices, and how there 
was notwithſtanding them, 4 remembrance of fins 
wade every year, f alſo. how far ſhort, of perfection 


_ - theſe ſacrifices left the comers thereunto, and how 


Impoſſible it was that the blood of bulls and goats 


ſhould take away ſin, you'll then eaſily obſerve 


the vile nature of ſin, and how i it abounded 150 | bey 


came exceeding finful by this law. 


Lafth, As the deſign of this law was to * 


che fach of God's children to the perſon, bloods 


righteoulnels, and facrifice of Chriſt, ſo it was 
not only to ſhew us what fin is, and how highly 


difpleaſing to the great God, but alſo how m 
ts ſuperabounding grace appears in the remiſſion 
thereof, through the blood and ſacrifice of Chriſt | 

prefigur d thereby, ſo that where ſin cbonnded, g 


aid much more abound. But then, hs 
* Caſtalio. Preterca' Fort. Bexa. 4; Heb, x. 
1: 2, 3» 4 | 


4 + 7 
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, Mr. Jonun SMITH. 9 
By the law may be meant the moral law, which 
was given by Aoſes, and 1s mention d in oppoſition 
to that grace. and truth, which came by Chriſt, 
The law was given by Moſes, but grace and truth cums 
by Feſus Chriſt . The ſum of which law is love = 
to God, and love to our neighbour; as appears from 
that anſwer, which. Chriſt gave to the lawyer who 
put this queſtion td him; ſaying, Maſter, which is 
the great commandment in the law Feſus ſaid unto 
him, thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
aud with all thy ſoul; and with all thy mind. This it 
the firſt and great commandment. And the ſecond is 
like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbor as. thy ſelf. 
On theſe twa commandments, hang all the law and the 
prophets f. Hence it isthat the apoſtle Paal ſays, that 
love is the fulfilling of the lau. And this is the law 
which I apprehend is meant in the words of my 
text. I ſhall now therefore conſider, - 

2. What is meant by the entrance of this laws we 
may conſider the law as it entred into the world 
by Moſes, as it was ordained by angels in the hand of 

a mediator on mount Sinai, and allo as ir enters Mo 

the conſcience of a poor ſinner, 
I Theentrance of the law by Aaſes does not ſup» 
poſe. that there was no law previous to that which 
was given by him, for there was a law of nature 
1 which was inſcrib'd on Adam's heart, and continu- 


* ſoh. i. 17. + Matt. xxii. 35, 36, 37 Rom. 
xiii. 16. : | | 
B | I 
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: ed there during his ihnocetit ſtate; ſome brokeri re- 


mains of which are yet to be found, even in the 

voy Heathens, as is manifeſt from Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
Beſides this, there was alſo a poſitive law given to 

Adum as a covenant head, recorded in Geneſii. But 


F the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 


ſhalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eateſt there- 
of, thou ſhalt furely dye x, Through the tranſgreſſion 
of which law he ruined himſelf and all his poſterity, 
and that for ever, had it not been for the kind in- 
terpoſition and efficacious mediation of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. Thus then there was a law antece- 


dent to the law's being given on mount Sinai. 
Nor does it ſuppoſe that this law, which entred 
into the world by Moes, is of a different nature from 


that which was inſcrib'd on Adam's heart, in his 


Nate of innocence, but only that it was deliver'd in 
another manner, the one was written upon the fleſhly | 
table of the heart, the other upon tables of ſtone, 
the one was given to Adam to be kept by him, the 
other was put into the ark, which ark was a type of 


Chriſt, the one was delivered as a covenant of 


works, the other only as a rule of life to ſhew what 
is to be done, and what to be avoided, to diſcover 
the nature of fin, and the creature's inability to keep 
that law ; inorder that ſouls under a ſenſe of theſe 
things, might make application to Chriſt, who was 
made under this law, and is become the fulfilling 


| Chap. ii. 17. 


end 


„ Mr. Jonx SmiTn. 1 
end of it for righteouſneſs to every one that believes * 1 \ 


% 


OO that the law of nature, and the law of e for 


ſubſtance are the ſame. Again: 


The word here uſed may denote the time af its 


entrance, it interven'd, + it came, as it were, between 
Adam's fin, and Chriſt's ſacrifice for it; the of- 
fence was committed long before the law entred, 


and the law entred long before Chriſt's ſacrifice was 


offered, it entred into the world between em both: 
The offence is permitted, and after ſome conſide- 


rable time the law is given, that rhe offence” might 


abound, and after as long a time Chriſt, comes 'to 


atone for this offence, that grace might ſuperabound. 
Quickly after the offence was committed, a promife 
of grace was made; now, between that promiſe, 
and the fulfilling of it, the law entred. But we may 
conſider the law as it enters into the conſcience of a 
poor ſinner, and thus it enters privately, ſecretly, and 
as it were by ſtealth, and in this ſenſe is the word uſed, 


where we read of falſe brethren unawares brought 
in, who came in privily, 7«z«c:ate! crept in, as it 
were, by ſtealth, ro ſpie out our liberty; now the law 


as given by Maſen, did not enter in ſuch a manner; 
when the law was delivered on mount Sina, there 


were preſent ten thouſands of ſaints, i. e. Angels. 


And fo alſo when the Lord ſpake the ren words, all 
the people ſaw the rhunderings, and the lightenings, and 


* Rom. x. 4. + Hagacbe,. Hoc eſt quaſſ media 
inter reatum illum (i. e. Alan & hanc tb gratiam con- 
ſtuit. Vorſt. in Loc. | 


" = 
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the noiſe of the trumpet, and the mountain ſmoaking * 
| (5 that the law was not given in a private manner, 
but in the preſence of angels and men. But when 
the Jaw comes and: enters into the conſcience of a 
man, it is ſuddenly, at unawares, and it immediate- 
ly cauſes /iz ro abound: An inſtance of this, we have in 
the apoſtle Paul, for I was alive, ſays he, without © 
the lam once, but alen the commandment came, fin 
did d and I died 1. He thought himſelf before 
the commandment came, as good, holy and righ- 
teous as any man, and in as fair a way for heaven, 
but when the commandment came nearer to his conr 
ſcience, and he ſaw the perfection, and ſpirituality 
of it, and was thereby powerfully convinc d of the 
fürhineſs of his nature and imperfection of his 
obedience, immediately fin revives,abounds, and ap- 
pears exceeding ſnful, and he becomes a dead man in 
his on apprehenſion; thus the words may be rer 
ferred to the uſe of the law, tho! I'm rather inclin'd 
to think they are to be underſtood of the law's en- 
trance by doſes. Thus much for the law's ene 
France, we ſhall now conſider. 
3. The end or conſequence thereof, that 

was, that the offence. might ahound, by. the offence 
we may underſtand,” either the fin of Adam, or any, 
or all other ſins, and tranſgreſſions ; there's ſome 
reaſon to believe that by the offence, the apo- 
ſtle primarily intends the ſin of Adam, becauſe 
ir is that fin which he particularly treats of in the 


* Exod. 1 Rom. Vii. 9. 


pre- 


of Mr. Joux SMITH. 13 
preceding verſes, as alſo the word 14:4#\aws which 


the apoſtle makes uſe of here, ſignifies a fall, and 


ſo may intend what we commonly call the fall 
of Adam; tho'; I confeſs, the word is ſometimes 
uſed for actual fins and tranſgreſſions; But however, 
it may nor be amiſs to conſider how this offence 
of Alan $ abounded by the entrance of the om of 
Moſes. 

Firſt, The ali of Alu $ fin has 8 100 
his poſterity, being imputed to em, for in the pre- 
ceding verſes we are told that by the offence of one, 
Judgment came "per all men to condenmation, and 
that by one man's diſobedience, many were made fin- 
nern. Now the apoſtle aſſerts in Rom. iv. 15. har 
where there is no law, there's no tranſareſſion, and m 
Ch. v. 13. that ſin is not imputed when there is no law, 
ſo that the objection then is, how could ſin exiſt, 
and be imputed, and death by it reign over the ſons 


of men, when there was no law given 7 I anſwer, 
there was, as I have before obſerved, a law of na- 


ture written upon Adam's heart, the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance with the law on mount Sinai, which law was 
broke, thro' the violation of a poſitive command, and 
thereby ſin did exiſt, and was juſtly imputed by - 
God, Adam then ſtanding as a common perſon, 
and repreſentative of all mankind; but by the fall, 
this law and light of nature became weak and dim, 
ſo that rhe exiſtence and imputation of fin did not 
appear ſo maniſeſt, wherefore the great God thought 
fit to renew the law on Sinai, that the offence might 
A 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
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be more conſpicuous, and the imputation of it ap- 


pear more juſt ; thus og la entred, that the ”_—_ 
* abound. | 

24h, Not only the guilt of 5 ſin is imputed, but 
a corrupt nature's propagated to all his poſterity, 
for who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean, not 


ane : This corruption of nature, which is ſome- 
times called by the apoſtle, /in, and ſin that dwells in 


us, abounds in every man, and by the law abounds 
more and more, according to what the apoſtle ſays 
in Rom. ii. 8. But ſin taking occaſion by the command- 
ment, wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence; i. e. 
« This inherent corruption of my nature took the 
cc opportunity, thro the law's prohibition of ſin, to 


« {tir up in me the luſts of the fleſh, and carnal 


«deſires of the mind, and puſh'd me on to a per- 
c formance of ſinful actions. Thus the lay en- 


red, that the offence might abound, But, 


za, By the entrance of the law of Moſes, Adam's 
Gi appears exceeding ſinful, attended with aggrava- 


ting circumſtances. For tho' the eating of the for- 


bidden fruit, may ſeem to be a ſmall offence, yet 
if you conſider what an indignity was offer'd to 
the great God thereby, how his divine authority in 
his holy command was trampled upon, the glori- 
ous perfeRions of his juſtice, truth and power were 
deſpis d, his pure and perfect image in man, which 
conſiſted in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs defa ced, 


+ Job uv. 4. 


and 


of Mr. Joan SMITH. IF 
and alſo that glory which the creature by i its ſervice. 
ſhould have brought to him, loſt thereby. He 


c atone clap, (as it is well expreſs d by a learned di- 


« vine) breaks both the tables and all the command 
ce ments. 1. He choſe him another God when he fol- 
&« lowed the devil. 2. He idolized and deified his 
& own belly. 3. He took the name of God in 


c vain when he believed him not. 4. He kept nor 


cc the reſt and eſtate, wherein God had ſet him. 
« 5. He diſhonour'd his father which was in hea- 
ct yen, and therefore his days were not long in that 
« land, which the Lord his God had given him. 
ce 6. He maſſacred himſelf, and all his poſterity. 


7. He committed ſpiritual fornication in eyes and 


« mind. 8. He ſtole that which God had ſer aſide 
cc not to be meddled with. 9. By bearing witnefs 
« againſt God, when he believed the witneſs of 
ce the devil above him. 10. He coveted an evil 

ct covetouſneſs, which coſt him his life, and all his 
« progeny ”'*. Thus he broke all the ten com- 
mandments. Now tis the law, which thus diſcovers 


the heinouſneſs of this ſin, in thoſe particular in- 
ſtances. And in this ſenſe the law entred, rhe the 


offence might abound, 
By theoffence we may alſo TRL any, or call 
actual ſins and tranſgreſſions; now let us ſee in what 
ſenſe they abound by the law. 
Firſt, The law makes a plain and open diſcovery 
of, and ſets them forth in their own proper colours, 
* Lightfoot, Vol. 1. p. 1027, 1028. N | 
| op 
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16 A- $ ermon on poi Death 
for by the law is the kyowledge of fin *, yea, the apoſtle 


tells us that he hadfi't Sonn fin but by the law, tis a 
glaſs wherein we may behold in the light of the ſpirit, 
our inward deformities, as well as the groſſer ſins of 
life, tho it is neither a magnifying nor a multiplying = 
glaſs,” it don t make ſins to appear greater than they 
are, nor more than they really be, but it diſcovers 
thoſe ſins to be great ones, which before were 


look'd upon to be but ſmall, and thoſe to be fins, 


which before were not eſteem'd fo; mem | 


| boundsby the law's entrance. 


; Secondly, It makes fin to abound by a prohibition 
of it ; not that any fault is to be chatg d upon the law. 
but upon che corrupt heart of man, which the 
more it is reſtrained and prohibited from doing any 
thing, the more eager it is to effect it. It is juſt 
Hke a perſon in a Walen fever, who the more he is 


: reſtrained from drinking, the more he thirſts after 


it, or like a torrent of water, which when attempts 
are made to ſtop it, it riſes, wells, rages, and overflows 


the more, ſuch is the untoward, perverſe and cor- 
rupt heart of man; thus when the Lord would have 


the Irarlites go into the land of Canaan, then they 


refuſe, but + the Lord had forbid em to enter, 
then they muſt needs go in all haſte; ſo alſo when 
circumciſion was God's ordinance, then the na- 


tions round about loath'd it, and the Jes for it, 


: Rom. ili. 20. and vu. To 


but 


— 
ä — ——— ——_— 
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but when it was aboliſh'd by Chriſt's death, then 


it needs muſt be took up as neceſſary to ſalvation. 


Oh, the abominable corruption of man's heart! 


Thirah, The law being given, ſin committed a a- 
gainſt it, is attended with more aggravating circutns . 
ſtances, tis committed againſt light and knowledge; 


here can be no pleas of ignorance, 10 clog. for ſin, 
for he that knows his Lord's will, and does: not ac- 
cording to it, ſhall be beaten with many Pripes *, tis 
bidding an open defiance to heaven, and a deſpiſing 
and trampling under foot the majeſty and authori- 
ty of God inſtamp': d on his law; for according to 
the majeſty and greatneſs of the lawgiver does the 
offence in proportion ariſe : This law,which fin is the 
tranſgreſſion of, being given forth by that great law- 
giver, who is able to ſave and to deſtroy f, makes the 
offence to be more heinous. And thus by the entrance 
of the law fin abounds. This may ſuffice for the El 
head of diſcourſe. I ſhall now, 


II. Diſcourſe concerning ig abounding of g grace, 
over theaboundings of ſin. Firſt, I ſhall endeavour 


to ſhew-where it does do ſoa; Secondly, Give fome 


inſtances of God's ſuperabounding grace. 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew where it 
does do ſo, that is, where grace does ſo 
much abound, more than ſin. 1. In the human 


hature, fin did and does abound therein, No 
Luke Ali. 47. f Jam. iv. 12. | 
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ſooner did fin enter into the world, but, like 
a fretting leprofy, it overſpread and infected it, 
all humane nature being then in Adam, the blood 
of all, being then in his veins, was tainted by fi in, 
and he then repreſenting all his poſterity, they fin- 
ned 1 in him, according to Rom. v. I2. Wherefore as 
by one nls ſin entered into the world, and death by ſong 
and ſo death paſi d upon all men for that 70 4 in whom 
all have ſinned. Sin ſo abounded i in. and by Adam 
to all his poſterity, that there is not one, who de- 
ſcends from him by ordinary generation, who i is 
free from it. Fews, and Gentiles are all under it, 
there's none righteous, no mot one. * The diſeaſe i is 
uniyerſal and epidemical. 9 ; 
Now our Lord Jeſus _ inthe ſulneſs of time, 
aſſum'd the ſame humane nature, becauſe the children 
ate partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf, took 
pa of the ſame t, and the nature which Chriſt aſ- 
ſum'd, was attended with all ſi nlefs,* tho“ not ſin- 
ful infirmities, therefore he was ſaid to be ſent in the 


likeneſs of Jana fleſh, and not in ſinful fleſh it 
faf; now in this nature Chriſt appear d full of 


grace and truth; there's ah infinite, inexhauſtible,over- 


flowing, and ſuperabounding fulneſs of grace dwells 
bodily in him, that we from thence might receive 
grace for grace. Thus in the fame kind of nature, 
here ſm abounded, grace does much more abound. 
2. In the ſeveral powers and faculties of the 
foul ; where ſin abounded, grace does much more 4- 


* * Rom, „ +heb, 1 1+ 
| | 855 bound. 


with all unrighteouſneſs, empty of all that's good. 


ing up the mire and dirt of ſin, from thence pro- 


thefte, falſe witneſs, blaſphemics t. Oh, what an a- 


r Cy new 


of Mr. Joux Sulrn. 19 


 bound.;. Sin has abounded, and does abound, in e- 


very power and faculty of the ſoul of a natural man; 
as the diſeaſe is univerſal, with regard to perſons, 
the deſcendants of Alam, ſo it is with regard to the 
ſeveral parts and faculties of the ſouls of thoſe perſons. 
What is ſaid of the Jews,in their political ſtate, is true 
of every man in his natural ſtate, the hole head is 
Lal, and the whole heart faint, from iI Nele of the 
foot, even unto the head, there's no ſoundneſs in it, but 
wounds and, hruiſes, and putrifying ſores *, they are 
not only deſtitute of all righteouſneſs, but fill'd 


and full of all that's evil; ſin abounds and overflows 
in their corrupt hearts, which are continually caſt- 


ceed evil thoughts, muraers, adulteries, fornications, 


bounding, what an overflowing of ſin is here? The 
heart is hardened; and dead in treſpaſſes aud ſras, the 
will's obſtinate and perverſe, the judgment de- 
prav d, the underſtanding darkened, the mind and 
conſcience defild, and the affections become in- 
ordinate. What wretched work Has Ge abounding 
of ſin made in the ſoul of man? 
Now v here ſin has thus N grace in ehr 
KeQual Vacation ſuperabounds; for by. powerful ef⸗ 
ficaciouy,grace, in converſion, the ſtony heart. is 
took out of the fat. and an heart of fleſh'is given, 


* Iſaiah i. 6, 6. + Matt. xv. 19. 
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new principles of life and love infus'd, and all forts 
of grace implanted ; the will is ſubdued and broughe 
into ſubjection to Chriſt, the judgment's inform d, 


the underſtanding is enlightened ; nay, an under- 


ſtanding given to know him whom to know is life eter- 
nal, the mind and conſcience purg d from dead works 


to ſerve the (augy God j and the affections ſet upon things 
which are . What an amazing, ſurpriſing change 


isehis! oh, abounding, ſuperabounding grace 


3. This is true of the poor Gentiles, among 
whom ſin has abounded, and grace alſo has much more 
dbounded, and this the * Syriach Stholiaſt particularly 
takes norice of in this place. Sin exceedingly ſpread 
it ſelf, and overflow'd in the Gentile world, there 
being nothing but the dim light of nature to guide, 
and no poſitive laws and commands of God to di- 
rect em, no wonder that fin ſhould ſo much abound 
among em, it having no other bounds nor limits, 
but the weak law: of nature to reſtrain it, but the 

greateſt wonder is, that grace ſhould: here ſuper- 

und. This was the great myſtery, which in 04 
they ages, preceding the goſpel-diſpenſation, was not 


| fo made knows to the fons of men, as it is now reveal> 


ed unto his holy apoſtles and prophets by the Spirits 


That the Gras hid b le heirs, and of the 


fone body, and partakers of bu promiſe in Ci by 
the: Goſpel +. How was the grace of God magni» 
Gd in their yocation, the abounding of fin among 


* Syr. Schol. in Lud. eu in Loc. +Eph. iti. 5, 6. 
py 5 5 dem 
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em made the ſuperabounding grace of God appear 
the more glorious: what beauty and glory does the 


apoſtle caſt upon the free, and rich grace of GO 


manifeſted in the converſion of Gentile ſinn ho 
when he had drawn up a large liſt and catalog of the 
vileſt ſinners; adds, Aud ſuch were ſome of zou, 
| but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanthified, 
tied in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 


grace did much more abound. + : 

4. This is eminently true of ſome per- 
ticular perſons, fuch as a Manaſſeh, a Mary Mag- 
Aalen, a Paul before converſion, who look d upon 
himſelf as the chiefeſt of ſinners, and could not 
but admire ſuperabounding grace in his conver- 


lion, faying, I who. was before a blaſphemer, and 
@ perſecutour, and injurious, I obtain d mercy*, and 


ſo muſt every one, more or lefs, admire bound» 


Jeſs grace, Who have been pluck'd as brands out 


of the burning, and tranſlated out of the kingdom 

of darkneſs into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

But I'll now proceed, | 
Second, To give ſome inſtances of God's ſu- 

perabounding grace in the ine of it, to 19ward 

| who. believe, 

11. Superabounding grace A * diſcovers 


| its felf in converſion and regeneration; the ſtate 


out of which ſinners are brought, and the bleſ- 


1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 1 
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ſings, which are then beſtow'd, as alſo the mi ghty 
grace, which is then wrought, and ſurprizing change, 

which is then effected in 'em, are ſo many evi- 
dences of the overflowings of God's love and 
grace towards them, and in them. Well may the 


God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be ſaid 


to beg us again unto 4 lively hope, according to 
bis abundant mercy + abundant mercy indeed A- 


bounding ſuperabounding grace ! That he ſhould, 


without any regard to our will or works, of bis 
own will beget us with the word of truthx, oe 
quicken us when dead in treſpaſſes and ſms, is 

inſtance of his free, rich, ſovereign, unconceiv- 
able and eternal love; here's the firſt diſplay and 


| diſcovery of grace and mercy to a poor ſinner ; 


*ris true, there was grace and mercy in Gbd's heart 
before, grace and mercy in the covenant before, 
and grace and mercy ſhewn in giving Chriſt, but 


till now the poor ſoul knew nothing of it. This 


Tiver of God's love and grace ran under ground 
from all eternity, and is now broke up in effectual 
vocation, and comes with its full flows into the 
ſinner's heart, which is now plentifully filled there- 
with, having as much as its narrow veſſel can re- 
ceive, ſo that here 7 1 abounded, grace does much 
more abound'; an inſtance of this we have in the 
apoſtle Paul, who tells us in 1 Tim. i. 14. Aud 
the * of our Lud was exceeding abundant with | 


| + 1 Pet. i. 3. * Jam. i. 18. 
=_ faith 
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faith aud love which is in Chriſt Feſus, was exceeding 


abundant deres, there was an overplus of it, 
he had as much, nay more, than he could contain; 
it overflow'd, it ran over and over, Oh CO 
Reperabounding grace! . 
Nay further, as there is a diſplay of grace in 
the conveyance of it into the ſinner's heart, at 
converſion, even to a redundancy, fotthere is a 
fight and view given to the ſoul of exceedingly 
much more in the heart of God; it beholdsGod, 
as the God of all grace, and views a boundleſs 
ocean of love and grace in him; O glorious ſight! 
oh happy diſcovery! this is whar the apoſtle pray d 


for, for the Epheſians, that they might be able to 


comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and heighth, and to kyow rhe 
love of Chriſt which. paſſeth knowledget. 5 

Again, ſuperabounding grace manifeſts itſelf in 
our juſtification ; how often does he apoſtle in the 
preceding verſes, when he takes notice of the 
grace of God, diſplay d in Chriſt's juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, uſe thoſe words; much more, in or- 
der to ſet forth the great abundance thereof? The 
grace of God is manifeſt in ſending Chriſt to 
bring in this righteouſneſs, by which we are juſti- 
fied, and the grace of Chriſt is as evident in work- 
ing it out, and when it was wrought out, the 
grace of the Father appears in accepting it in our 


| T Eph. it; 18, 19. 
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room and ſtead, as allo in imputing it to us, 2E. 
out "works, and giving us faith to lay hold upon 
it: In ſhort, there is ſo much ol the grace of God : 
conſpicuous herein, that we are ſaid to be juſti- 
fied freely by irh. And a & learned interpreter, up- 
on this place, is of opinion, that by this ſuper- 
abounding grace we are to underſtand, by a me- 
tonymy of the adjunct, the obedience of Chriſt, 
which is of grace imputed to us for righteouſneſs; 
tis certain that there is more virtue in Chriſt's 
"righteouſneſs to juſtifie, than there is in ſin to 
condemn, ſor thoſe. who are once juſtified ſhall 
neuer be-condemn'd, there being uo condemnationts 
hem who are in Chriſt Feſus. Who ſhall lay am thing 
to the charge of God's eleftt? who dare do it? wha 
can do it? and if they do, to what purpoſe will 
it be? ſeeing it is God tha juſtifies, ho it he that 
comdemmer h? it is Chriſt that died. Thoſe who are 
juſtified by Chriſt, are compleatly Juſtified from 
all things, from which they could not by the law' of 
Moſes, they are perfectly juſtified from all ſing 
and eternally ſecur d from all wrath and condem- 
nation. Oh glorious grace! 5 
Again, ſuperabounding grace appears in the Gab 
iveneſs of our fins: what rich grace is this, that 
our fins, which are many, ſhould be forgiven us? 
1 Sins which are attended with aggravating circum- 
| | ſtances, ſi ns 5 againſt light and knowledge, againlt 


$ Rom. iii. 24. * Piſcatorinloc. + Rom. viii. 1. 34: 


grace 
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grace and mercy, ſecret and open ſins ; ſins before 


"and after converſi on; ſins of thought, Word, and 


' deed, of omiſſion, and commiſſion; all firis, paſt 


' preſent, and to come; all fully and freely pardoned 
through the blood of Chriſt according to the riches - 


of God's grace; grace! rich grace indeed What 
reaſon had a David, a Manaſſeh, a Mary Magda: 
Eu, a Peter to admire this abounding- grace in the 
pardon of their ſins? Nay, has not every patdon'd 
ſoul reaſon to ſo do? What grace js it, that God 
ſhould lay our iniquities on Chriſt, and that he 
"ſhould beat them, and take them away, that God 
ſhouldiremove them as far from us as the caſt is from 
"the "weft, and blot them out, and remember them 


n more, that When they are ſaupbi for, they ſhan't 


be found; becauſe he hath 212 d thofe, whomhe 
bach teſervecl for bimfelf T“ 

So alſo it does appear in our adoption that wes 
Who are by nature, children of "wrath, even as 0+ 
ther, whoſe carnal minds have been at enmity againſt 
God; mould be adopted into His family, is grace 
indeed; had he made us his ſervants, it had been 
an act of grace, but to ma us his ſons, is an 
act of ſuperabounding grace o that we have rea- 
on to fay as the apoſtle John: . Behold phat man- 


. 


ner love hath the Father beſtow'd upon us, that . 


we ſhould be call d the ſons of God +. If we can- 
dcr what we were by nature, how unlovely and 
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undeſi cable, and that God ſtood in no need of 1 us, 
we need not wonder to hear him thus ſay ing, 
loup Ball I put thee among the children, and give 
. thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage ef the hoſts 
| of nations, tho' we have a great deal of reaſon - to 
wonder and be amaz'd to hear him ſay, thou ſhalt 
call me my. Father, and ſhalt not turn away from 
me*, 

Now as the ſuperabounding grace of God. does 
thus appear in our regeneration, juſtification, re. 
; miſhon and adoption, ſo alſo it will in our glori- 
fication; for our ſalvation's all of grace, from firſt 
to laſt. If it is an act of abounding grace to be- 
get us again 70 4 lively hope of an incorruptible in- 
_ heritance, and to us make heirs of it, then will it be 
much more ſo, to put us into the poſſeſſion of it; 
if we can obſerve ſuperabounding grace now, we 
ſhall be much more capable of doing ſo. in that 
ſtate where all imperfection will be done away, 
then ſhall we bring forth the head Nous with out- 
inge, crying, grace, grace, unto it. This will be 
the delightful theme and happy ſubject, which the 
ſaints ſhall be entertain d with, t throughout the end- 
leſs ages of eternity. 

1 But before I diſmiſs this 8 0 general head, 
8 hl would juſt, obſerve to you, that this clauſe in 
the text ſeems to be added to preyent deſponden- 

Cy, and to comfort diſtreſſed minds, who, ſee- 
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way to diffidence and deſpair; the apoſtle, I fay, 
ſeems to add theſe words, to prevent this, and ad- 


miniſter comfort, bat here ſin abounded, grace 


did much more abound, that tho' ſin has overflow'd 
all humane nature, and ſpread itſelf over all the 


powers and faculcies of the ſoul of man, yet there 
is an infinite fulneſs of grace with God, which 


grace he plentifully ſheds abroad in the hearts of 


poor ſinners. Therefore let Iſrael hope in the Lord, 


for with the Lord there's mercy, and - with him is 
plenteous redemptionx. 
Alſo theſe words may be conſider das the 


end of the permiſſion of ſin, and the entrance of 


the law that it might abound, God voluntarily per- 
mitted the ſin of Adam, and that, with a deſign 
to magnify the glory of his grace in the ſalvation 
of ſinners; he ſuffer'd that firſt ſin to enter into 
the world, which was the foundation of all after 
ones, that he might have an opportunity of dif- 


play ing the perfections of his grace and mercy; 


then he ſends the law into the world, that there- 


by, that ſin, and all others might appear in their 
proper colours, as they are in themſelves exceeding 


ſoifiel, that ſo the ſinner himſelf, in the * of 


FH. CRT. 7. 
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ing that the law was ſo far from juſtifying from | 
fin, or diminiſhing it in them, that, on the con- 


trary, it abounded by it, might imagine that there 
was no room to hope for deliverance, and fo give 
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the ſpirit, might more eaſily obſerve the ſupera- 
bounding grace of God in his deliverance from 
them. This may ſuffice for the ſecond head of 
ö diſcourſe. I now proceed to diſcourſe 


III. Concerning the reign of grace in oppoſi- 
tion to the reigh of fin. It may be very proper, 
in the firſt place, to ſay ſomething concerning 
the reign of fin, which the apoſtle affirms was 
unto death. 

The dominion of fin is 5 univerſal, it has exten- 
ded its empire over the whole race of humane 
creatures: Elect, as well as non- elect, are under the 

wer and dominion of it, until by irreſiſtible, 
powerful, and efficacious grace, they are tranſlated 
out of that kingdom into the kingdom of God's 
dear ſon; and then ſin ſhall not have dominion * 
* g-, ſhall not lord it over them, becauſe they 
are not under the lau, but under grace; they are 
then no longer the ſubjects of fi becauſe tran- 
ſlated into another kingdom, and fo become the 
ſubjects of Chriſt,” who is the head of the cove- 
nant of grace, as Adam was of the covenant of 
works, by whom fin, and death by fin, ſet up 
their empire in the world, Now it does not be- 
come any of thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſt s ſubjects, to yield any obedience to the | 


ls or lulls of ſin, ler not fm, — reign in 
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your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the 5 
thereof *. | 

And as ſin's empire is univerſal over every man, 
in a natural ſtate, ſo its ſeat and throne are in eve» 
ry heart, which is in the ſame condition; from 
chence it iſſues forth its laws, which have a mighty 
power in em to enforce obedience thereunto, from 
the ſeveral parts, both of ſoul and body: Hence you 
read of the law of ſin, in oppoſition to the law of 
the mind, which law of ſin has ſometimes -very 
great ſtrength in a regenerate man, and is a ruling 
governing principle in an unregenerate one, even as 
the lay of the mind, or the law of grace is a ruling 
poverning principle in a believer : Alſo mention is 
made of it, in oppoſition to the law of God, the one 
requiring obedience thereunto, equally as the other, 


as alſo you'll find that, and the law of death coupled 


together, becauſe the kingdoms of both are of the 
ſame beginning, extent and duration, when fin en- 
tred into the world, death did fo too, when fin ſer 
up its empire, death did likewiſe. Over whom fin 
reigns, death does alſo, and when the one ceaſes, 
then will the other; their laws, intereſts, and King- 
doms ſtand and fall together f. | 
And as it has erected a government in the 

world, and iffues forth its laws, fo it has its volun- 


tary ſubjects, who obſerve theſe laws, not out of 


bait bur love, tho 2phile they promiſe themſelves liberty 


* Rom. vi. 12. Rom. v. 12, 14. 
| | become 
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become the ſervantsof corruption, and are mere ſlaves 
and vaſſals to fin, while they are ſo greedily fuſfillin 
the acfires of the flefl1,and of the mind: And for all this _ 
hearty and chearful ſervice, they'll have no other 
ſtipend paid em, than death, for the wages of ſin i- 
death *, which is what our apoſtle intends, when he 
here ſays, that in hath reigned unto death: And how 
it has done ſo, will deſerve our conſideration. Sia 
hath reigned unto death. 

1. By ſubjecting all to a corporal death, this 


is what is intended in the threatning annex'd to 


that poſitive law given to Adam, as a publick per- 


fon, mention'd in Gen. 11. 17. tho not to be under- 
ſtood excluſive, either of a ſpiritual or eternal death. 


Now Adam breaking that law, he himſelf imme- 


diately entred into a ſtate of mortality, from that 
time his body became mortal, and a ſentence of 


death paſs d upon him, and all his poſterity, ſo that 
from that time this Kind of death, or what's equi- 
valent to it, has reign d and will continue to the 
end of the world to do ſo over all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam. But here a queſtion ariſes, 


vhich deſerves conſideration, and that is this, viz, 


How comes it to paſs that believers are not exempt- 


ed from this kind of death, ſeeing Chriſt has under- 
gone it in their room and ſtead, and made ſatisfacti- 
on for that and all other ſins of theirs, which firſt 
introduc'd it? I anſwer, tis true, Chriſt has done 


all 


— —— — — Fs. hes 


3 


| 
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all this for em, and yet they are not exempred tom 
death; nevertheleſs, thro' Chriſt's death and ſatis- 
5 Gdion, it ceaſes to be a penal evil, it's difarm d of 


its ſting, and becomes one of the believers privi- 


leges, death is yours x. So that, now, bleſſed are 


the dead that dye in the Lord, the ſaints may, as of- 


ten they do, in their laſt moments, when God puts 
it in their mouths, ſing that ſong. O death where's 
100 ting, O grave where s thy victory f! For death to 
them is the end of all forrow, a total abolition of (in, 
and a happy tranſitus or paſſage to the heavenly 
glory, and therefore *tis they are not ING 
from it. 

2. Sin hath reign 4 unto death, by bringing c 
upon all a ſpiritual death, hereby they are deſti- 
tute of all ſpiritual life and motion, and incapaci- 
rated to perform any ſpiritual action; and in this 
condition are all the elect of God, as well as others, 
till the ſpirit of life from God enters and ſpeaks liſe 
into em, and you hath he quickentd, 2ho were dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins , where the apoſtle does not 
only obſerve, to the believing Epheſians, the bleſſing 
of grace which was then beſtow'd on em, and that 


deplorable condition which they were formerly i in, 


but alſo what it was which brought em into it, vix. 
their ſins and treſpaſſes, for if it had not been for 
grace, they had never been quickned, ſo if it had 
not been for ſin, they had never been dead. Burt, 


* 1 Cor. fi. 22. F Col: xv. r. JEEP Bets 
z. Sin 
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3. Sin hath reign'd: unto death, in as much as 
It hath rendred all deſerving of eternal death, for 
the wages of fin is death, i. e. eternal death, as is ma- 
nifeſt from the antitheſis or oppoſition, in the fol- 
lowing words, hut the gift of God is eternal life ; and 

| this bids fair to be the ſenſe 'of the words in my 
text, for if the reign of grace be according to the 
reign of ſin, and the reign of grace be unto eternal 

life, then the reign of fin muſt be unto eternal 
death. Now, 1 fay, all, by ſin, are deſerving of 
this death, tho tis not inflicted upon ſome, be- 
cauſe of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, only upon thoſe who 
live and dye in a ſtate of impenitence and unbelief, 
for the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and 
iaolaters, and liars ſhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond death x. What, in another place of ſcripture, is 
called erernal damnation, 1s here called the ſecond death, 

a phraſe peculiar to John in his revelations, tho fre- 
quently made uſe. of by the + ancient Jeu in the 

ſame ſenſe; thus you ſee in what ſenſe ſin hath reign= 

ed unto death. I ſhall now conſider the reign of 
grace, in oppoſition to this reign of ſin. And we 


Rey. xxi. 8. T Thus Onkelos in his Turgum, on 
Deut. xxxiii. 6. paraphraſes after this manner, let Reuben 
live in eternal life, and not die, d Nνν , the ſecond 
death, to the like purpoſe the Feruſalem Targum on the ſame 
place, which adds, the death, which the wicked die in the 
world to come. 


may, 


T hs 
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may, by grace here, underſtand either grace in 
the heart of God, which is gloriouſſy diſplay'd in 


our ſalvation, or elſe grace in our hearts, which is 
wrought there by the ſpirit of God. 


Firſt, By grace may be meant, grace in the hear 
of God, and then taking it in this ſenſe, we may ob- 
ſerve that God's grand deſign in the contrivance, 
accompliſhment and application of man's e 
is to ſet forth and magnify the glory of his 
which end and deſign of his are effectually —_ 45 
for grace. reigns, and reigns gloriouſly in every part 
thereof; tis gloriouſly diſplay'd in the election of 
a certain number in Chriſt unto eternal life, and 
therefore call'd the election of grace &; upon the very 
mention of which, the apoſtle in the next words 
thus argues. And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works : otherwiſe. grace is no more grace. But if it be 
f works, than. is it no more of grace : otherwiſe work 
is no more work; an argument which the adverſaries 
of grace can never anſwer; a dilemma they are 
plung d into, out of which they can never emerge; 
tis alſo gloriouſly diſplay d in that everlaſting coves 
nant made with Chriſt before the world began, 
which is ſo well ſtored with valuable bleſſings, and 
ae great and precious promiſes: It likewiſe glo- 
rioully appears in the miſſion of Chriſt into this 
world. to obtain eternal redemption far us; for God com- 


Rom. xi, 5. 
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 Prmers, Chriſt died for us * : Grace alſo manifeſts it ſelf 


G4 in our juſtification, adoption, remiſſion, and 


' Glvarion, ſo order'd it, that there ſhould be no 


i his blood, to deln his righteoufreſs, that he wight 


Nin: So that thro' Chriſt's fulfilling the law, 


mended bis lou fue us, in that while we were Jer 


in effectual vocation ; for bs bath ſaved us, andcalled us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
atoording to this own purpoſe and grace which was 
Niven to us in Chriſt Feſws, before the world began t, and 


glorification, as has been more fully evinc'd under 
che ſecond general head: And now ler us not forget 
to take notice, that this grace reigns in a way of 
righteouſneſs, conſiſtent with the glorious per- 
ſections of God's holineſs and righteouſneſs. God 
in drawing the gloridus model and platform of man's 


dliſegreement between the divine perfeRions; but 
that all ſnould Mine with an equal glory; and there- 


fore he ſer forth Chrift to be a propitiation, thro* faith 
be juſt, and th juſtifier of him, 2which helieveth in 


atoning for fin, and fatisfying diyinè jule the 
honour of God's holinefs is effectually ſecured, and 


the glory of his righteduſneſs difplay -d, as well as 
His grace and mercy magnify d; thus merty and trmth 


ure met together, and righteoafneſs and-peace have 
bifſed each other +. With this glorious ſcheme, and 


- the ſweet harmony of it, was our dear deceas'd friend, 


1 * Rom. v. 8. 2 Tim. i. 9. * Rom. iii. 26. 
aber er. 10. 


often 


PPC 


nn bs —_ ©" 


of the ſpirit, in making rhe weapons of our warfare, 


Bur then again, grace reigns unto eternal life, by 


Chriſt ; it ſhall neverbe fruſtrated ; God willneverbe | 


diſappointed of his end, to wit the glory of his grace. 
It reign'd from all eternity, it reigns in time, and 
it will reign to all eternity: It reign'd in the con- 
trivance : It reſgn'd i in the accompliſhment, and it 


reigns in the application of it; for God has fo order'd 
it, that it "ſhould be by faith, that it might be by. 
grace, to the end that the promiſe might be ſure to all 


the ſeed &, and it will reign till it has brought us to 


the full poſleſſion of ſalvation, even eternal life, hy 


Chriſt. But let us now conſider the s as 2 
* refer to grace in us. 


This ſuppoſes an ejection of che Glen man dh * 
| e of ſin's empire and throne in che ſin 


ners heart, which are effected by the powerful grace 


effectually mighty for the pulling dawn thoſe frang 
halds. It alſo ſuppoſes a principle of grace in 
planted by the fame hand, which principle exerts it 
{Af; reigns and maintains it's ground againitall oppo+ 
ſition, which it will do, if true, tho it he hut ſmall ; 


s for it ts an incorruptible, immortal, never _ 


ſed, 7 


* Rom. iv. 16. 
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often affected; and I ſcarce ever heard him mention, 
this place of ſcripture, which is the ſubject of our 
preſent diſcourſe, but I always abſery'd, that he 
took it in the ſenſe, now delivered, which made 
me the more willing to take notice of it. 


ure — — A EA — 


— 2 * 


— — — — , 
_ A ae te — — 
— 1 FTE —— 
rr e eee eee * * — LIE 
— : 0 * rn. 9 = 1 . ma 1 — — —— - 
gw" of I 7 G = - — ns * 4 * — — — ' — — 
p 2 * 5 — — — — AHI — — = 5 
: . - * — een * — x . * — — — 
— — - — 


* GE a a Rd Cnc 
—— 5 W 3 
— SER"; IP 
— — 


* 
1 —— on ns oe Or» oe 7 
EN 5 3 p 


36 A S ermon on the Death 


ſeed, a well of water, which ſprings wp unto eternal 
He, and a good work which being begun, ſhall be 
perform d until the day of Chriſt. 


Alſo this grace reigns by 3 3 Tis N 
ported and maintained by it; as Solomon ſays, the 


king's throne is eſtabliſh'd by righteouſneſs, ſo is this 


throne of grace by Chriſt's righteouſneſs impured, 
and his grace imparted. All our peace, joy and com- 
fort, in a great meaſure, reſult from, and are main- 
tained by faith's living on Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
and by an apprehenſion of our juſtification by. it ; 
for being juſtified 'by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom alſo we have 
acceſ; by faith, into this grace, wherein we ſtand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God x. Alſo this work 


of grace is maintained by freſh ſupplies of grace 
from that fulneſs, which is in Chriſt, out of which 


every believer does receive, more or leſs, even grace 
for grace. Now both theſe together, viz. Righte- 
duſneſs imputed, and grace imparted, will bring a 
ſoul ſafe to eternal life. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is our 


title to, and the ſpirit's grace from Chriſt is our 


meetneſs for heaven, and without both theſe, none 
ſhall enter therein. Now III only add this one 
obſervation more, that is, that all this grace, righ- 


teouſneſs, and eternal life come to us, thro” Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. All the diſcoveries of grace, which 
areè made to our ſouls, are F Chriſt; ; and all that 


of Mr. Joux Suirg. 37 
grace which is implanted in us, is from him, as 
well as all thoſe freſh ſupplies by which it is main- 


tained. Alſo that righteouſneſs, by which we 


are juſtifyed, is in him, and that eternal life, which 
we are the expectants of, is thro him. Thus have 
I endeavoured to open and explain to you, this 
glorious. and comfortable portion of ſcripture, ac- 


cording to the defire of our dear deceaſed friend, 
whoſe character may now be expected, from 


me. I apprehend that the deſign of funeral diſ- 


courſes is not to praiſe the dead, but to inſtruct the 
living; and ſure I am, our dear friend had no ſuch 
thing in view, when he defired a diſcourſe from 
this text, on this occaſion, How well he filled the 
relations of an husband and parent, his wife and 


children are here the mournful witneſſes. How well 


that of a neighbour, many of you here preſent can at- 


teſt, and how well he behay'd himſelf as a member and 


officer of this church; that univerſaleſteem hegain'd 
among the members thereof, is a. ſufficient indicati- 
on. The inward frame of his ſoul was generally 
very warm and lively; and with an uncommon ſeri- 
ouſneſs, warmth and affection, would he ſpeak of the 

great things of God. His light in the goſpel was ve- 
ry conſiderable, and his converſation agreeable to 
that goſpel which he profeſß d, Ngtwithſtanding 
his employment in the world gdaly-chrew him in 
the way of a great many ſnares and temptations. In 
ſhort, he appear d to be an inſtance of mighty grace, 
reigning thro rigbteouſnefszi gerpal life. I ſhall 
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add. no more, but ſome brief improvement of 
ws diſcourſe and ſo conclude. 1 | 
"1ſt. What encouragement is here for poor fi fs n- 
hers from hence to hope for grace and mercy thro? 
Chriſt? What, tho* poor ſoul thou ſeeſt the as 
boundings of fin in thy nature, and in every power 
and faculty of thy ſoul, yet look up and view 
the ſuperabounding grace of God ſtreaming 
the perſon, blood, and righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
a mercy that thou ſeeſt the plague of thine own 
Heart, and was not left to thy native blindneſs, to 
. a vain conceit of the goodneſs of thy ſtate, when 
thou wer't poor, wretched, miſerable, and blind and 
#abed; take heart, therefore, and don't be diſcou- 
raged, Chriſt's grace is ſufficient for thee ; and where 
Fin abounded, grace hath much more ſo; there's 
enough ip Chriſt for the; there's righteouſneſs to 
cloath, and bread to nouriſh, grace to ſancti- 
fy, ftrength to ſupport, and every thing need- 
ful for thee; go to him as a poor periſhing ſinner, 
implore his grace, and venture on him, I Ware ſay 
be not reject the. 
2dly. Tho here s encouragement for ſinners "FAR 
hence, yet no Etquragement to ſin. The doc- 
trine of grace is ho licentious doctrine; ir gives no 
liberty to ſin for encourages perſons in it, how- 
ever it may *Belatour'd againſt, and beſpatter'd 
1 perſons who, either,underſtand the doctrine, 
"nor have felt the * it on their fouls; i 


1 


* wm 


altogether undeſervitig of it. 
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tho' there is more grace in Chriſt to ſave us chan © 
| there is. fin in us to damn us, or becauſe the more 


fin has abounded in us, the more has grace ſaper⸗ 


abounded in our ſalvation, does it 1 follow 


that we are, by this doctrine encouraged' to conti- 
we in fin that grace may abuund ? No, God forbid, 
how ſhall we that are dead to fin, live avy longer 
therein? Which the apoſtle takes notice of in the 
beginning of the next chapter, ſoreſeeing what ob- 
jections would be formed againſt it, and how much 
it would be aſperſed by a ſpiteful and ill- natured 
world. And whatever may be advanced againſt 
it, this doctrine is the foundation of all real holi> 
neſs, the ſaints bulwark againſt e and cher 
magazine of ſolid conſolation. 

3dh. If the grace of God is 6 wink in 


our falvation, what reaſon have we to admire it, 
and to glorify God for it? The grace of the 


Father abounds towards us, and the grace of the 
ſon abounds towards us, and ſo does the prace 
of the ſpirit; therefore we mould be equally 
concern'd for the glory of the eternal three, whoſe 
grace. has much more a where fin did a 


bound; and this we can t but do, when we con- 


ſider what has been beſtowi on us, and how 
much more is yet ip reſerye ſor us, tho w we are 
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4tbly. Seeing that without Chriſt's Raine | 
neſs imputed, and his grace. imparted,) none can en- 
ter into the kingdom o abe how much ſhould 
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eigen 1 none "ſhall reign With. { Chriſt 
2 glory” bye thoſe | in whoſe hearts grace has reigne 
5 R e 
1 oy. 1 5 But, on be contrary; how chearfulty do thoſe 

| "op 50 ian themſelves into the arms of Chriſt when 

| [= | "hab approaches, w have known the race of God 
l Thbeſe mall for ever reigir with. Chriſt 

Ii 25 5 Wy} well i in his preſence; in 'whoſe preſance 

N 5 + mf of joy, and at "whoſe righ hand ave aer, 
N 25 . "fir ever more: theſe ſhalllive'i in the contithual: NY 
| 15 enjoyment and admiratict öf boundleſs grace, af 
3 bleſng vid bonoar, and glory nd — 
Unten That Fes pos the throne, and 10 * lob, Cond 
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